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One University’s History Compiled from Presidents’ Speeches

Daisuke Hirouchi
Organization for Promotion of Higher Education and Support, Gifu University
Kentaro Harada

Organization for Education and Student Support, Shimane University

Abstract

This study focuses on speeches given by successive presidents of a single national university and
clarifies what types of messages were delivered to the students. The research object of the study is
Utsunomiya University, a national university in Japan. 105 speeches, which were delivered at entrance
ceremonies and graduation ceremonies by 18 presidents from 1949 to the present, are analyzed and
reveal frequently appearing topics and characteristic words. In addition, the authors examine the
profiles of each president. As a result, these are the new findings: 1) Topics concerning positive
learning and liberal arts education appear repeatedly. 2) Some topics have disappeared, for example,

university autonomy and academic freedom. 3) Names of many famous people are also mentioned.

Key Words: university president, speech, university history, own-university education,

entrance ceremony, graduation ceremony
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