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Enhancement of Students’ learning through Undergraduate
Research Experiences

Rintaro Imafuku, Takuya Saiki, Yasuyuki Suzuki
Gifu University Medical Education Development Center

Abstract

Gifu University School of Medicine provides a mandatory course of Research Experience in
which all second-year students selected a 10-week subject or two 5-week subjects from 26 research
themes of basic, social or clinical medical sciences and conducted research projects. This paper
aims at reporting medical students’ activities in this research-based learning course. As one of the
educational strategies to motivate students toward self-directed learning (researching) in this course,
Medical Education Development Center provided students with opportunity to present their
research project in a web conferencing with Medical Education Center at Kagawa University. This
web conferencing stimulated students’ learning through research. Specifically, students’ interview
comments show that they were able to understand the research process and to cultivate their
communication, critical thinking and active learning skills through research experiences. Therefore,

this paper provided insights into the potential for undergraduate research in higher education.
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