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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the selection process of the first president of Gifu University,
Bunichiro Aoki. In the selection process, first, the establishment preparation committee, made up of
13 members from three predecessor schools, slated 45 persons on the longlist by taking into account
not only their understanding of university education and administrative ability, but also whether they
were related with the Gifu region. Next, three persons were shortlisted by the committee. Those were
as follows in order of priority: Masatsugu Ando, born in Saitama, a former president of Taihoku
Imperial University, Bunichiro Aoki, born in Gifu, a professor emeritus of Taihoku Imperial University,
and Eiichi Makino, born in Gifu, a professor emeritus of Tokyo Imperial University. However, the
prime candidate, Masatsugu Ando, declined the post. In the end, Bunichiro Aoki, the second
candidate, was chosen to be the first president of Gifu University. The set of procedures had been
done in a democratic manner and any intervention by the Ministry of Education was not observed.
Thus, it was revealed that Gifu University had achieved autonomous control over presidential selection
as long ago as 1949.

Key words: Bunichiro Aoki, Gifu University, Presidential Selection, National University, Taihoku
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